IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT  OF  INDIA
II
SELF-NEGATION AND SELF-AFFIRMATION. THE DOCTRINE
OF  THE   SUPERMAN
In spite of the positive approach to the Absolute and the emphasis
on the idea of becoming more, both Tagore and Radhakrishnan
preach self-surrender to God. The Absolute is the highest self of
all. It certainly has to be realized. But the realization is possible
only through self-surrender. The process from finitude to infinitude
is a process of perfection; but yet this perfection is attained
through self-negation. We have to surrender our whole personality
to God. Our attitude to the world should not be negative. But
with reference to God we should adopt a negative attitude to
ourselves. The idea is the result of the perception that God or
the Absolute, which is our innermost self, is an eternal presence.
It is not something to be produced, but a truth to be recognized.
We have to become one with it; and as it is the truth of our finite
selves, they must lose themselves in it. The surrender is really
the affirmation of our true Self. And so self-affirmation is possible
through self-negation.
But opposed to every idea of self-negation stands the philosophy
of Sir Mohammad Iqbal. We are not to surrender our selves even
to God. The highest realization does not lie in allowing our selves
to be assimilated by God, but in assimilating God himself to us.
Our love of God does not mean entering the unity of God, but
forcing God into the unity of our selves. We may become one
with God either by becoming one with his unity or by making
him enter our unity and thus absorbing him.. But the latter
alternative is more consistent with self-affirmation carried ruth-
lessly to the extreme,
The result of the modern positive attitude to the world and
the doctrine of self-affirmation is the idea of the Superman. In
Western philosophy, this idea is associated with the philosophy
of Nietzsche, and is being connected with the doctrine of dictator-
ship. In India, Aurobindo Ghose among the Hindus and Iqbal
among the Muslims are preaching it. But in either the Superman
Is not so aggressive as in Nietzsche. The Superman for Iqbal also
may be a tyrant; but he is a tyrant, only because he ruthlessly
enforces the will of God, not his own. He has no egotism. True,
the Superman of Nietzsche lives dangerously, but only to brow-
beat and terrorize others. He creates in the minds of people not
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